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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
JEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 
-fews letter  No, 


>.i@ 


April  1966 


The  Spring  vfeeting  of  the  Chapter  axil  be  held  in  the  Music 
Library,  Yale  University,  on  Saturday,  May  7th*     As  you  can  see  from 
the  program,  we  again  plan  a  morning  and  afternoon  session,  separated 
by  a  break  for  lunch. 

Please  note  that  the  Business  Meeting  will  take  place  before 
lunch.    With  only  an  annual v  formal  meeting,  at  which  to  discuss  the 
workings  and  plans  of  the  Chapter  ,  it  is  most  important  that  we  hart) 
an  large  a  representation  a3  possible.     Also,,  it  is  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing that  we  elect  our  officers  for  the  coming  year*    To  date,,  it  has 
only  been  those  attending  the  Business  Meeting  who  have  actually  taken 
part  in  the  election  of  officers-  all  the  more  reason  for  coming  to 
the  Spring  Meeting., 

It  would  be  greatly  appreciated  if— in  fact,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that-  your  reservations  for  lunch  be  returned  by  April  30th, 

Parking  space  has  been  arranged  for  those  who  will  be  driving 
to  New  Haven; 

(1)  For  those  who  '.Jill  be  coming  in  on  1-91,  take  the  Trumbull  Street 
Exit j  continue  on  Trumbull  Street  to  Prospect  Street  and  turn 
left  on  Prospe  "  j  the  entrance  to  the  Sheff  parking  lot  is  between 
the  first  two      iidir.gi;  immediately  on  the  left  (across  the  street,, 
on  th*  right  hand  side     i^  a  high  wall  around  the  cemetery)  , 

(?)  For  thc^e  g  m  on  l".he  Connecticut  Tor  take  the  I  -91  North 

connection  at  .:.:ev;  <-:or.«:inii3   to  Trumbull  Street  and 

proeeod  33  above 

Spragiia  'feir.orial    ..11  (The  Music  Library)   i3  just  two  biocko 
from  the  parking  lcti  ;Tpect  Street   to  Gro/e 

Grove  Street  bo  Street  bhe  Music  Library  Is  ext 

comer  (right  h*.  e)  of  C  and  'wall, 

EY?n  for  .tend   ■  ting 

I'Jentworth-by-che       a 
... 


MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
HEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 
Fall  Meeting 

A  meeting  of  the  New  England  Chapter  of  the  Music  Library  Association 
was  held  on  October  7,  1965,  at  the  New  England  Library  Association  Confer- 
ence at  Wentworth»By-The-Sea  in  Portsmouth,,  N3  H0 

The  subject  of  the  meeting  was  Concerts t  Live  and  Recorded,  in  the 
Library, 

Mr„  Alfred  Kuhn,  president  of  the  Chapter ,  welcomed  the  members  and 
guests  and  introduced  as  the  first  speaker  Mi33  Mary  Wallace,  music  librarian 
at  Radcliffe  College  and  former  music  librarian  in  the  Brookline  Public 
Library* 

Miss  Wallace  chose  for  her  subject  Music  in  Libraries -Alive ,  Allve-O, 
Fro.»  her  experience  she  considers  concerts  primarily  the  concern  of  public 
libraries,  since  programs  and  performance  standards  in  conservatories, 
collages  and  universities  are  properly  administered  by  the  faculty t  They 
are  sparked  by  a  variety  of  causes:  a  dedicated  individual,  in  the  case  of 
Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  with  her  presentation  of  chamber  music,  especially 
Americang  in  libraries  throughout  the  world  since  1926 $  or  in  the  case  of 
Mrs,  William  B.  Stevens  at  Brookline j  or  an  initial  idea  conveyed  by  friends 
of  the  librarian  at  Salina,  Kansas „  which  resulted  in  a  series  of  outdoor 
summer  concerts  in  the  European  (Tillage  tradition}  or  an  endowed  fund  plus 
a  local  amateur  music  club  in  Waltham,  Mass,}  or  by  the  librarian  herself  at 
Cleveland,  In  all  these  instances  there  was  some  specif ic  and  unique  purpose 
which  must  remain  vital  to  the  community,  even  through  change  if  necessary* 
Other  considerations  are  finances  (including  sources  other  than  the  library), 
facilities,  and  publicity,  with  examples  from  the  above  libraries <,     Irving 
Lowens,  in  the  Musical  Quarterly  (April,  1965)  cites  the  Brookline  Library 
Music  Association  concerts  as  part  of  a  growing  trend  of  librarians  partic- 
ipating more  actively  in  the  musical  life  of  the  community. 

The  second  speaker  was  Mr,  John  Hildreth^  record  librarian  at 
Lincoln  Center  Library  of  the  Perf arming  Arts,  who  discussed  the  programming 
of  recorded  music  For  success  in  this  he  suggested  as  requirements 
imagination,  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  needs,  tastes  and  desires  of 
prospective  audiences  plus,  most  essentially,  a  good  collection 0  Such 
programs  could  conceivably  fill  many  needs  and  answer  many  purposes 0  They 
might  serve  simply  to  entertain  by  filling  empty  time  either  "through  concerts 
in  the  library  or  possibly  through  broadcasts  at  the  noon  hour  into  parks; 
to  introduce  new  and  even  controversial  music;  to  meet  assignments  of  nearby 
educational  institutions .>  For  variety  Mr.  Hildreth  suggested  tying  in  the 
program  with  discussion  groups,  or  arranging  programs  with  film  strips  or 
speakers.  The  enlistment  of  the  co-operation  of  local  groups  with  special 
interests  could  be  a  strong  impetus , 

A  brief  Question  period  followed  the  talks  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
at  u:U5  P»Ma 

jertrude  /"arc in,  Secretary 
New  England  Chapter ,  MLA 


